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HOW IS THE FINAL SCORED DETERMINED?  

The overall score for a food is found by subtracting the total number of favourable points from the total 

number of unfavourable points.  

In addition, the level of unfavourable points (up to 11) can cause the favourable points to vary depending 

on whether points for protein have been counted (see special rules). 

The score calculation method is detailed in Appendix 2. 

 

WHEN CALCULATING THE SCORE, SHOULD THE RESULTS BE ROUNDED? 

Example: if the simple sugar content is 9.001, will the system count the rounded value as 9 and thus assign 1 point, or will it find 

that 9.001>9 and assign 2 points? 

Points are assigned for a given nutrient based on the content of the nutrient in question in the food, with a 

rounded value corresponding to one additional number with regard to the point attribution threshold. 

When calculating the score for fibre, thresholds are defined to one decimal place. For sugars, thresholds 

are defined to round numbers or to one decimal place. For proteins, thresholds are defined to one decimal 

place, except for the upper threshold which is defined to a round number. All others are always defined to 

a round number with no decimal places (energy, saturated fatty acids, sodium, fruit, vegetables, pulses, 

nuts, and rapeseed, walnut and olive oils total saturated fatty acids/lipids ratio). 
 

For the given example, the threshold is 9g/100g (2 points are counted if the simple sugar content is greater 

than 9 and 1 point is counted if the content is less than or equal to 9), and the number is rounded to one 

decimal place. For a measurement of 9.001, the figure is rounded to 9.0. Thus, only 1 point is assigned. If 

the content were 9.05 or 9.06, then the rounded figure would be 9.1 and 2 points would have to be 

assigned. Using the same simple sugar example: for a threshold of 4.5 (1 point if the value is greater than 

4.5g/100g, and 0 if it is less than or equal to it), the rounded figure includes two decimal places. For a 

product with a value of 4.502, the rounded value is 4.50 and no points are assigned. For a product with a 

value of 4.505 or 4.506, the rounded figure is 4.51 and one point is assigned. 

 

HOW IS THE SALT - SODIUM CONVERSION CALCULATED? 

The sodium content corresponds to the salt content listed in the mandatory declaration divided by a 

conversion coefficient of 2.5. 

When the salt value is expressed in centigrams (2 decimal places if expressed in grams), then the rounding 

rule described in the 'When calculating the score, should the results be rounded?' section of this FAQ 

apply. 

To avoid the rare but conceivable discrepancies in points assigned to the 'sodium' component in the score 

calculation process resulting from converting the amount of salt listed in the nutritional declaration into 

sodium, the solution is to privilege salt content expressed in mg (3 decimal places if expressed in grams) 

and include it in the nutritional declaration on the package. The declared value is calculated according to 

the methods described in Article 31-4 of EU regulation no. 1169/2011. 
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The energy, energy density, sugars and fruit and vegetables columns in the conversion grid for drinks 

replaces those used for other food categories. The other columns (saturated fatty acids, salt, proteins, fibre) 

remain similar and must be taken into account. 

However, milk, drinkable yoghurt, flavoured or chocolate milk beverages containing more than 80% milk, 

beverages reconstituted with a liquid other than water, soups and gazpacho, and plant-based drinks are not 

considered beverages for the purposes of calculating the Nutri-Score. 

Calculating the score and attributing a Nutri-Score for milk products is based on the calculation for solid 

products, so that the nutritional quality of these products can be better taken into account (the presence 

of proteins and calcium especially). As such, it seems essential to differentiate between products that 

contain milk as main ingredient and those that contain less and are closer related to sugary drinks. To 

reinforce this distinction, a threshold of 80% milk is necessary for the product to be classified as a solid 

product when calculating the Nutri-Score. This threshold has been defined by expert consensus, to ensure 

a clear distinction between milk products (especially compared to beverages such as café au lait) while also 

continuing to allow a certain degree of innovation within this product sector. 

 

DOES IT APPLY TO ALCOHOLIC DRINKS? 

As they are not subject to nutritional declarations per Article 16.4 of the INCO regulation from 25/10/2011, 

the Nutri-Score does not apply to alcoholic drinks containing more than 1.2% alcohol. 

Conversely, alcohol-free beverages must include a mandatory nutritional declaration in a similar way to 

sodas (be this for alcohol-free beers, or beverages such as alcohol-free Mojitos). As such, as soon as a 

manufacturer decides to display the Nutri-Score on one of its products, it must also do likewise for its 

alcohol-free beverages.  

 

 

III. Foods Covered by the Nutri-Score 

WHICH PRODUCTS ARE COVERED BY THE NUTRI-SCORE? 

The food products covered by the Nutri-Score are those with a mandatory nutritional declaration in 

accordance with regulation no. 1169/2011, known as the INCO regulation. Except for very specific cases 

discussed elsewhere in this FAQ, the available data on the mandatory nutritional declaration is that which 

must be used to calculate the Nutri-Score. 

Although infant food for children aged 0-3 has a mandatory nutritional declaration, it is not recommended 

to apply the Nutri-Score to these products. This is because children have specific nutritional needs, 

particularly in terms of lipid intake, for which the Nutri-Score is unsuitable.   

Similarly, given the specificities in terms of the nutritional composition, supervision and purpose of food 

products designed for special diets covered by the regulation UE n°609/2013, it is not recommended to 

apply the Nutri-Score to these products. This includes:  

- preparations for infants and follow-on formula; 

- cereal-based preparations and food products for babies; 

- food products designed for special medical purposes; 

- substitutes to the total daily ration for weight control, etc.  
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The list of ingredients used in the recipe, and their respective quantities, must be clearly indicated. A table 

of the recipe's nutritional values must be presented. 

 

IF THERE IS A BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN A CLIENT COMPANY AND ITS SUPPLIER, CAN THE 

NUTRI-SCORE OF A RECIPE'S "INGREDIENTS" BE USED WITHOUT SIGNING UP TO NUTRI-SCORE? 

Where there is a business relationship between two companies, the technical datasheet of the "ingredient", 

intended for the manufacturer and not the final consumer, may include a Nutri-Score letter without the 

manufacturer having to apply it for all the products in its brand that are marketed to the final consumer in 

stores or online. 

 

FOR ASSORTMENTS, MUST MULTIPLE NUTRI-SCORES BE DISPLAYED? 

For assortments:  

- When the nutritional values are different, one Nutri-Score for each nutritional declaration must be 

displayed; Santé publique France offers a graphic charter that makes it possible to display several Nutri-

Scores on the front. 

- In the event that the nutritional tables produce the same Nutri-Score result, a single Nutri-Score can be 

displayed on the front (in the case of a compote with different flavours or products with one average 

nutritional statement) 

- If this is an assortment where each person is expected to consume the entire product, an average Nutri-

Score can be calculated (such as a 'dessert sampler' assortment comprising a crème brulée, a macaroon 

and a chocolate cake for each person, which are consumed as a single product) 

 

 

IV. Legal Issues Pertaining to the Nutri-Score Plan 

WHO MAY DISPLAY THE NUTRI-SCORE LOGO ON THEIR BRANDS AND PRODUCTS? 

Use of the Nutri-Score trademark is reserved for producers and distributors of products marketed in France 

and/or Europe. 

 

HOW CAN THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO USE THE NUTRI-SCORE BE OBTAINED? 

To receive these documents, the operator must sign up to the following website (French only): 

https://www.demarches-simplifiees.fr/commencer/enregistrement_nutri-score by clicking the blue "Créer 

un compte" button. 

They will then provide their contact information and details about their company (SIRET number, VAT 

number, etc.) as well as information about which product segments will receive the Nutri-Score. 

Once all the required information has been provided and the application has been submitted, the applicant 

will receive an email containing a link to the documents required to use the Nutri-Score (as a .zip file). 

https://tps.apientreprise.fr/commencer/enregistrement_nutri-score


http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/Sante-publique-France/Nutri-Score
http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/Sante-publique-France/Nutri-Score
http://www.hcsp.fr/explore.cgi/avisrapportsdomaine?clefr=519
https://tps.apientreprise.fr/commencer/enregistrement_nutriscore
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Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Republic of Congo, Ivory Coast, Gabon, Guinea, 

Guinea-Bissau , Equatorial Guinea, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Chad, Togo, Comoros. 

For any use outside the European Union, the Operator must ensure that the logo does not contravene 

national law. 

For any use in one or more countries where the Nutri-Score has not been registered with the WIPO, the 

Operator must notify Santé Publique France in order to consider a possible deposit. 

 

CAN A REPRESENTATIVE COMPLETE THE NUTRI-SCORE REGISTRATION PROCESS? 

Any eligible person who wishes to use the 'Nutri-Score' trademark notifies Santé Publique France of their 

intention by registering on the website:  

https://www.demarches-simplifiees.fr/commencer/enregistrement_nutri-score 

A duly authorised representative would be fully capable of completing the registration process on behalf of 

a principal. Santé Publique France cannot be involved in handling and structuring the portfolio of brands 

for a producer or distributor wishing to use the Nutri-Score.  

It is thus entirely possible to use the services of a representative, if the operator wishes. The representative 

must however complete one separate registration for each different principal. 

 

WHY ARE THERE PENALTIES IN THE NUTRI-SCORE USAGE REGULATION? 

Regarding the penalties mentioned by the usage regulation, it is important to remember that the usage 

regulation is concerned with protecting the Nutri-Score collective mark. This protection is thus grounded in 

intellectual property and industrial property rights (the trademark was registered with INPI and EUIPO). 

As with any trademark, the purpose of the usage regulation is to product industrial products and ensure 

the 'Nutri-Score' collective mark is used properly by businesses to prevent illegal behaviours, fraud and/or 

unfair competition. Thus, penalties are only invoked if businesses are using Nutri-Score incorrectly, for 

instance, displaying a false score, as this would be dishonest. 

 

HOW CAN A COMPANY STOP USING THE NUTRI-SCORE? 

After registering, the Operator has 24 months to put the Nutri-Score logo on all product categories available 

on the market. 

The Operator may stop using the Nutri-Score for one or all of their brands at any time, provided Santé 

Publique France is informed of this change. 

 

HOW CAN SOMEONE OBTAIN THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE NUTRI-SCORE USAGE REGULATION? 

An English translation of the usage regulation is now available. It can be downloaded from the Santé 

publique France website (French only): http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/Sante-publique-France/Nutri-

Score . 

https://tps.apientreprise.fr/commencer/enregistrement_nutri-score
http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/Sante-publique-France/Nutri-Score
http://www.santepubliquefrance.fr/Sante-publique-France/Nutri-Score
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IS IT POSSIBLE TO MODIFY THE NUTRI-SCORE USAGE REGULATION? 

The usage regulation may not be modified by unilateral amendment: all the prerogatives must therefore 

be complied with in order to use the 'Nutri-Score' logo.  

Article 9 of the usage regulation stipulates the methods by which modifications can be made.  

 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO MODIFY THE NUTRI-SCORE GRAPHIC CHARTER? 

As an integral part of the usage regulation to which it is appended, the graphic charter may not be 

unilaterally modified.  

 

IS THERE A GRAPHIC CHARTER THAT LAYS OUT THE RULES FOR USING THE LOGO ON E-COMMERCE SITES? 

For this application, the size of the logo is not set and it is not subject to the proportionality rules for 

packages. However, it is important to ensure the logo is perfectly legible. 

The other conditions for using the logo on e-commerce sites are the same as those required when products 

are sold in shops. 

 

CAN THE LOGO BE USED FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES? 

Article 6 of the usage regulation covers these provisions. 

 

For generic communication regarding the Nutri-Score logo, the Operator can put the following on its 

communication media: 

1. The Neutral Logo, 

2. And/or at least 3 of the 5 Classifying Logos arranged in such a way as not to mislead the consumer 

regarding the classification of the brand's Products, in particular by implying that all of the brand's 

products have the same classification. 

 

Communications regarding a Product must use the appropriate Classifying Logo in compliance with the 

provisions of Article 6.2 of the usage regulation. 

 

WHAT ARE THE RULES FOR USING THE NUTRI-SCORE FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES? 

The rules for using the Nutri-Score for sales communications and promotions are detailed in the graphic 

charter. 

In these cases, the producer can choose to include the communication logo only (without emphasis 

on one of the letters) and/or 3 to 5 Nutri-Score modules, all the same size and in full colour. 

However, if the brand's entire engaged product range has only one or two colours, it is possible to 

only display the colours that match those of the brand. 

The use of the Nutri-Score logo on catalogues, flyers, etc. is optional; only its use on packaging is 

mandatory. As soon as the logo is displayed on the front of the packaging, it is possible to add an 

explanation of the logo at the back of the packaging. The information provided there must only 
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mention elements related to the score calculation. It should not mention other information related to 

additives or preservatives for instance, that could give the impression that these components are part 

of the calculation.  

 

HOW CAN THE NUTRI-SCORE LOGOS BE OBTAINED FOR EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC OR JOURNALISTIC 

PRESENTATIONS? 

Certain logos can be obtained by writing to the nutriscore@santepubliquefrance.fr address and including a 

description of the intended use. 

 

CAN THE NUTRI-SCORE MARK BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM SANTÉ PUBLIQUE 

FRANCE? 

Wherever the Nutri-Score is used as a trademark in business, prior written permission must be obtained 

from Santé publique France.   

mailto:nutriscore@santepubliquefrance.fr



























